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Q: What MRI technology does Charter Radiology use for 
prostate imaging?
A: Charter Radiology proudly offers the region’s most advanced 3 Tesla 
(3T) MRI systems, delivering exceptional clarity and diagnostic confidence for 
prostate imaging. We employ wide-bore, high-performance 3 Tesla MRI systems, 
specifically Siemens MAGNETOM Vida, Skyra, and Verio models.

Here’s what you should know about our 3T MRI technology:
•	 The most powerful 3T MRI magnet provides extraordinarily clear images, 

allowing our radiologists to provide the most precise diagnosis.

•	 The MAGNETOM Vida is distinguished as the first MRI scanner with BioMatrix 
technology, enabling adaptable scanning tailored to patient anatomy.

•	 Tim™ (Total Imaging Matrix) technology makes exams faster.

•	 Our MRI machines have the highest gradients, reaching B values up to 2,000 
where most other MRI techology can only do 800 or 1,200.

•	 We utilize a dedicated software application with advanced visualization 
tools for a complete analysis of the prostate gland. No endorectal coil or 
radiation is used during this procedure.

•	 The advanced coil and magnet design enables high-resolution imaging of 
small lesions and detailed anatomic structures.

Advantages for your patients:
•	 Superior soft-tissue contrast for early lesion detection

•	 Reduced scan times and fewer motion artifacts

•	 Metal artifact reduction capabilities for patients with implants or prostheses

Q: Why is prostate MRI an important diagnostic tool?
A: Prostate MRI can detect abnormalities and lesions that other imaging methods cannot see. It also helps distinguish 
between lower-grade tumors versus more aggressive cancers and detects whether or not the cancer has spread outside of 
the prostate wall.

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY FOR PRECISE PROSTATE IMAGING



Q: Is the prostate MRI performed with or 
without contrast?
A: Charter Radiology performs prostate MRIs with and 
without contrast. We use Gadavist contrast as a standard 
protocol. If a patient is allergic (rare) or requires no contrast, 
we can perform the MRI without contrast and still obtain 
excellent image quality. Contrast provide us with additional 
information on the cancer’s enhancement pattern, which is 
valuable for analysis.

Q: What are the indications for a prostate MRI?

A:    

•	 Elevated PSA

•	 Known prostate cancer requiring local staging

•	 Detection of local recurrence following therapy

•	 Assessment of prostatitis or abscess

•	 Benign prostatic hyperplasia (BPH)

•	 Clarification of unclear findings on prior imaging 

Q: What if a patient has a penile implant?
A: Referring urologists should supply the model and implant 
material/type before scheduling. Charter Radiology’s team 
will verify MRI compatibility and  safety before proceeding.   

Q: Can you perform an MRI for a patient  
with a pacemaker?
A: No. Patients with pacemakers cannot undergo outpatient 
MRI scans at Charter Radiology. Hospital-based imaging 
with MRI-conditional  protocols is required.

Q: If bilateral hip prostheses are present, is  
MRI still feasible?
A: Yes, MRI is feasible even in patients with bilateral hip 
prostheses. Charter Radiology’s advanced MRI platforms 
use metal artifact reduction techniques to ensure high 
diagnostic-quality images. However, image quality is 
compromised on the diffusion weighted sequences, which 
are rendered non-diagnostic.

Q: Who reads the scans, and how is 
communication managed?
A: The radiologists at Charter Radiology are leading 
physicians with decades of experience in reading and 
interpreting imaging. All studies are interpreted by board-
certified, fellowship-trained radiologists with expertise in 
prostate and body MRI. Charter Radiology employs a robust 
PACS/referring-physician portal to ensure secure, rapid 
image access and reporting.  

Q: Can MRI images be directly transferred to 
my practice server?
A: Yes. Images and reports are accessible via the referring 
physician portal, and Charter Radiology can upload study 
datasets directly to a urology  practice’s server.

Q: What is the typical scheduling timeline  
for patients?
A: Charter Radiology strives to schedule prostate MRI exams 
within 1–3 days of referral. We offer extended hours (early 
mornings, evenings), and weekend appointments can be 
offered to accommodate patient schedules and urgent cases. 

REFERRAL CONTACT:
PHONE: 443-917-2855

TEXT: 443-878-2175

FAX: 410-346-5775

EMAIL:  
patientservices@charterradiology.com 

WE HAVE THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

CLARKSVILLE 
RIVER HILL STATION
5005 SIGNAL BELL LANE, SUITE 102
CLARKSVILLE, MD 21029

COLUMBIA
10700 CHARTER DRIVE, SUITE 110
COLUMBIA, MARYLAND 21044
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REISTERSTOWN, MD 21136

mailto:patientservices%40charterradiology.com?subject=

